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Hi
 appear to have anticipated modern trade unions in fixing
a minimum wage and in adopting a policy of ' ca' canny ';
for Wyclif, singling out the free masons as typical men
of subtle craft who conspire to support each other even
in wrong and oppress others, says that they ' conspire
together that no man of their craft shall take less for
a day than they fix, though he should by good conscience
take much less—that none of them shall do good steady
work which might interfere with the earnings of other
men of the craft, and that none of them shall do anything
but cut stone, though he might profit his master twenty
pounds by one day's work by laying a wall, without
harm to himself.' l
Before beginning any architectural undertaking it was,
of course, necessary to have a clear idea of what the
finished building was to be like. Sometimes the design
would, no doubt, be left entirely to the master mason,
but more often the patron gave at least general instruc-
tions as to what was required; the Liberate and Close
Rolls of Henry III are full of orders for alterations and
additions to the royal castles and palaces, often giving
details of measurements, fittings, and particularly of
such artistic features as paintings and stained windows.
In other instances the design was to follow that of some
existing building ; the first cathedral of Hereford was
built after the model of the famous church of Charle-
magne at Aix,2 the chapel at Windsor in 1243 was to
have a high wooden roof ' made after the manner of the
roof of the new work at Lichfield, so that the stone-work
may be seen ',3 and in 1448 when the tower of Totnes
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